
Minutes of Compton Bishop Parish Council Meeting 

held on January 9
th
, 2008 at Cross Memorial Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

 

Present: Councillors Farley (Chairman), Jordan, Parker, Warner together with 9 members of the public.  

 
Public Participation:   Mr Brinson informed all present that his application to erect a dwelling on his land 

at Cross Lane was currently being considered by Sedgemoor District Council and that if any member of the 

public wanted more information, he would gladly supply it. Residents were asked to support the Driver 

Awareness evening with Somerset Safety Partnership on Tuesday 15
th

 January at 7.30 p.m. 

 

1. Apologies for Absence:  Cllr. Mrs Rix, Cllrs Byrne and Rolfe 

2. Approval of minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on December 12
th
 were approved, 

unanimously. 

3. Members’ Declarations of Interest: All members present had declared interests on a pro-forma 
provided by the Clerk prior to the meeting.   They are recorded as follows: 

Cllr Farley declared personal interest in correspondence items (12) 36, 40, 42, 43, 44, and (1) 9 as 

author or addressee of the items.   He had personal interests in agenda item 15 as author of the 
complaint to be discussed and in item 7 as husband of the Cross Memorial Hall booking Secretary. 

4. Reports on matters arising from the previous minutes not listed elsewhere on the agenda: 

• The Chairman asked for confirmation that the Council’s newsletters had been distributed to all 

households, where the inhabitants were on the electoral roll.   He was assured this was so.   He 

emphasised the need for all residents to check their entry on the Parish Electoral Roll. 

• Clerk confirmed that the sum of money granted by Cllr Ham for 2007 had been £250 and not the 

sum of £500, which had become accepted in discussions over a period. 

• Cllr Jordan was asked to organise suitable engraving on a trophy to be awarded by the gardening 

Club for the Best Hanging Basket.   The Chairman would provide her with a rough sketch of the 

layout of the agreed wording. 

5. Resolution to exclude Press and public :   It was RESOLVED unanimously that pursuant to Section 

1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 that, because of the confidential nature of 
the business to be transacted, the public and press leave the meeting during items dealing with 

Complaint to the Standards Board and Clerk’s complaint.  It was further agreed that the last 3 items of 

the agenda would need to be re-ordered. 
6. Finance 

a. Monthly reconciliation(s).  COUNCIL RESOLVED to approve the monthly 

reconciliation for December (attached to these minutes).    

b. Payments due: COUNCIL RESOLVED that all payments due and listed below should be made: 

• Clerk’s salary, travel etc.             £169.92 

• Payment for photocopying of newsletter etc.             £75.00 

o This latter item had already been paid and £10 received from the Cray Charity for its part of 
the account. 

c. Note application for Precept for 2008/9:  

•••• It was noted that the Clerk had submitted a request to Sedgemoor District Council for an annual 

Precept in the sum of £6,200. 

d. Note an application to Cllr Ham 

•••• It was noted that the Clerk had applied to Cllr ham for a grant from his Amenity Fund for a sum of 

£875.00 to cover the cost of a notice board and seating at Cross Memorial Hall.   Cllr Ham had 

been made aware of an overspend of £49.90 on his 2007 grant. . 
e. Request for churchyard maintenance grant for St. Andrews Parish Church, Compton Bishop. 

•••• Council resolved to grant a sum of £150.00 to the Crook Peak United Parish Parochial Council, 

f. Income Tax matters. 

•••• The Clerk was asked to investigate the benefits of submitting information on Tax matters to Inland 

Revenue “on-line” 



 

8. Planning:   
a. The Council had responded by email to an invitation to attend a Development Control meeting 

on 8th January and/or to comment further on application 21/07/0007/CJ (Mobile home on OS 

Field No. 5382).   A supportive comment had been sent, as the original objection expressed by 
the Council now appeared to have been resolved, but had asked for a condition to be attached 

that the drove and approaches to the site be well-maintained. 
b. The Council RESOLVED unanimously to support the following application: 

Reference: 21/07/00027/CJA (deadline 12/01/08) 

 
The Chairman asked that it be noted that Cllr Byrne had written to Sedgemoor District Council about 
this application and that it had been pointed out to the Authority that his expressed view was not that of 

the Council as a body. 
Council then RESOLVED that Cllr Byrne should be censured by the Chairman for his action in 

responding independently of the Council’s Planning Advisory Group, of which Cllr Byrne is a member.   

By doing so he had contravened Standing Orders 2.2 and 5.4.   
9. Reports from Advisory Group leaders 

a. Environment   

• Cllr. Parker reported he had received estimates for repairs to the benches at Big Tree and 

opposite the White Hart Inn.   Council RESOLVED to accept an estimate for repairs from 

RJB landscaping in the sum of £325.00. 

• Further investigation would need to be done on the repairs to bus shelters.   Cllrs Parker 

and Warner would do this. 

• Council RESOLVED to request another site visit from Sedgemoor District Council Health 
and Safety Adviser to look again at the bench being erected at Bishop’s Path. 

• The Clerk had made contact with Compton Bishop Estates in order to discover land 

ownership and tenancies alongside parish roads so that hedge-trimming responsibilities 
could be more readily identified. 

• The Clerk was asked to discover what, if any, excess would be payable should the 

Council’s insurers be asked to meet the costs of repairs to the Compton Bishop village sign 

– opposite Bourton Lane. 

• Cllr Parker undertook to provide a resumé of two documents recently received – on 

Hinkley Point expansion and a possible Severn Barrage as both projects may have effects 

on the community. 

• There were no major issues to report in respect of the Springfield Wildlife Site. 

c. Highways  

• The Council RESOLVED to request that Sedgemoor District Council pay particular 

attention to litter picking throughout the parish in the “Sweepclean” programme scheduled 

for May 2008. 

• The Chairman presented to all councillors a draft report to be considered by the Joint 

Parishes A38 Group on 16th January.   Councillors were asked to let him have any 

observations or amendments as soon as possible. 

• Discussion of a proposal by Cllr Byrne that salt-bins should be provided was deferred until 

the next meeting, when it was hoped he would be present.  Somerset Highways had 
confirmed that the bags will be removed in April. 

• Discussion of a proposal by Cllr Byrne that dog-fouling notices should be provided was 

deferred until the next meeting, when it was hoped he would be present. 



 

• The Clerk was asked to contact Somerset Highways officer Liam Gill to thank him for 

work on the verge in Old Coach Road, to point out that the gully near the New Inn was still 
blocked, and to ask that remedial work be undertaken on the lay-by in Webbington Road, 

opposite Bourton Lane. 
10. The Council RESOLVED to give further consideration to a request from Sedgemoor District Council to 

sign up to the Sedgemoor Charter, which purports to set out mutual responsibilities and to encourage 

mutual cooperation.   A decision would be made at the February meeting.   The Clerk would provide 
each councillor with a set of relevant papers. 

11. Cllr. Jordan asked that both councillors and residents provide her, or the webmaster, Mr Patrick 
Freeman, with news items for inclusion on the Parish website. 

12. 10 completed questionnaires from young people within the parish had so far been returned from 
amongst the estimated 70 children in the village.   Further completed copies were expected and an 

analysis of results may be ready for the February meeting. 

13. Councillors discussed items of correspondence as follows: 

• In response to correspondence between the Council and Avon and Somerset police, the Council 

expressed its every confidence in the work that the Clerk to the Council has and is undertaking on its 
behalf in the light of a communication and possible allegation made to the police by Cllr. C. Byrne. The 

Council has not been provided with a copy of the letter written. 

• It was agreed to invite the Somerset branch of Somerset Citizens Advice bureau to the Annual Meeting 

to give a brief 10-minute presentation about its work and will consider the annual meeting content at its 

next meeting. 

• Councillors welcomed the new arrangements proposed by Sedgemoor District Council in dealing with 

enforcement matters. 

• Councillors agreed that item 14 of correspondence should not be in the public domain as it was 

correspondence between Cllr Byrne and the group of councillors enquiring into the Clerk’s complaint 

against him was removed from the correspondence file and handed to Cllr Parker (as member of the 
Investigating Panel). 

14. Date, time and place of the next Council: 13 th February, 2008 at Cross Memorial Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

 

Note: At this point the Press and public were excluded from the meeting. 

 
15. Council RESOLVED to take professional advice before finalising a complaint to the Standards Board 

for England against the conduct of Cllr Byrne. 
16. A report is nearing completion into the complaint by the Clerk against the conduct of Cllr Byrne. 
. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.30 hours 
 

SIGNED AS A TRUE RECORD:   ………………………………………Chairman 
 

DATE:   …………………………………… 


